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In the Chilean presidential plebiscite, now scheduled for an unspecified date in October, Chileans
will vote yes or no on a single candidate proposed by the commanders of the four armed forces.
Most Chileans expect that the panel will select Gen. Augusto Pinochet, thereby creating conditions
for voters to either accept or reject Pinochet's 15-year rule. The selection panel will meet on Aug. 30
to select the candidate. Panel members are Pinochet, who heads the Army; Adm. Jose Merino (navy),
Gen. Fernando Matthei (air force), and Gen. Roberto Stange (national police). The constitution
specifies that if the government's candidate is approved, he will rule from 1989 to 1997, after which
a free presidential election is to be held. If the plebiscite candidate loses, Pinochet remains in office
for one year before the presidential election. Some 16 opposition parties have joined together as the
Command for the No. The "no" campaign contains a variety of political tendencies, from Christian
Democrat to several socialist groups. Thus far, disagreements on ideology and strategy have been
kept to a minimum, and the Command's rhetoric is considered moderate. Summarized below are
recent developments on the upcoming plebiscite: * At an Aug. 4 press conference in Washington,
Sens. Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.) and Richard Lugar (R-Ind.) announced that the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee would attempt to guarantee that the Chilean plebiscite is conducted fairly and
without coercion. Lugar said that while the US endorses democratic elections in Chile, "we do not
take a position on the vote in the upcoming plebiscite. Nor do we take a position on any candidate,
political party, or philosophical point of view." Kennedy refused to speculate on possible legislative
sanctions against Chile in the event the plebiscite is unfair, and said he preferred to give the Chilean
government the benefit of the doubt. He said the Senate would take up a resolution similar to one
in the House that calls for a fair plebiscite. Former presidents Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter have
described the plebiscite "an important development, one which we hope will initiate a process of
democratization... Chilean citizens across the political spectrum have asked for our moral support
as they work to achieve the goal of a free and fair electoral process." Aug. 11: The Catholic Church
expressed its concern over the danger of large-scale social conflict in Chile. In a communique, the
Bishops said that many Chileans would prefer that the military offer a candidate to lead the country
in a transition to democracy who is at least partially acceptable to the opposition. According to
the Church, Chileans should vote on a consensus candidate, acceptable to both the government
and the opposition. Such a candidate, said the bishops, would have the respect and confidence of
the large majority of Chileans. In a communique, the Command for the No stated its agreement
with the Church's position: "We are certain of the victory of the `no'. However, since the parties
involved in the `no' campaign are dedicated to the search for formulas of understanding among
Chileans, we support the [bishops'] call." Political parties and civic organizations favorable to the
government immediately expressed opposition to the Church proposal. However, some leaders,
such as Miguel Otero, vice president of the rightist National Renovation Party (Partido Renovacion
Nacional), expressed a preference for a civilian plebiscite candidate. * On Aug. 12, Pinochet
delivered a speech outlining his rejection of the Church proposal. He said that "no organization
of any type should come to talk to us about a consensus candidate." According to the general, the
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government would continue to fulfill its obligations contained in the constitution. At this time, he
said, expecting a "negative result" in the plebiscite is simply not "reasonable." In a veiled criticism
of the bishops, Interior Minister Sergio Fernandez said the government does not comment on,
or analyze statements and opinions on political matters formulated by the Church. Adm. Jose
Merino said the Church proposal was simply too late. Gen. Fernando Matthei, agreed with Merino,
stating that it was too late to present a consensus candidate. He added that the bishops' proposal
was "very interesting," and that he would take it "into account." Gen. Roberto Stange reportedly
responded most favorably to the Church's proposal, saying that it was "respectable." He added that
the proposal would perhaps be "analyzed" at the Aug. 30 meeting of the four armed forces chiefs.
Some government officials described the bishops' suggestion as utopian, "lacking in realism, and
generating division and spiritual confusion among Catholics." * On Aug. 14, Gen. Stange, head
of the national police, told reporters at Osorno (south of Santiago) that he could not speculate on
the duration of the plebiscite candidate selection process. When the four armed forces chiefs meet
on Aug. 30, he said, they will have 48 hours to make the selection. If a consensus is not reached,
the decision will pass to the Security Council. The Council is comprised of the four armed forces
chiefs, the government's comptroller general, the Army's representative on the governing military
junta (legislative power), and the presidents of the Supreme Court and the Council of State. * On
Aug. 20, an estimated 29,000 young persons assembled for a "no" rally near the National Stadium
in Santiago. The rally was organized by Command consisting of youth organizations opposed to
the military regime. Between speeches, the crowd was entertained by several rock music groups.
No incidents were reported. * In its Aug. 23 issue, the Washington Post cited Genaro Arriagada,
executive secretary of the "no" campaign, as saying: "I can tell you right out I think the `no' will
win. I think we will win." Arriagada said the regime is "trying to polarize the country" by invoking
memories of socialist President Salvador Allende. Allende died in 1973 during the course of a
military coup headed by Pinochet. "In a way, the government wants you to believe that if you have
a constitution, any constitution, you have democracy," Arriagada said. "Even if we win, Pinochet
remains in power for another year and then can remain as head of the Army for another eight years.
That's not democracy." (Basic data from AP, UPI, Washington Post)
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